
Experiments Under Way for Im¬
proving the United States

Postal Service.

Inventors at Work, Under Official
Guidance, on a Model Vehicle

for City or Country.
DETAILS ARE JEALOUSLY GUARDED.

Assistant Postmaster General Neilson Con¬
sents to Let the Journal Readers

Learn What Is Being Done
and Aimed At.

Washington, D. C., March 3..Horseless
mail wagons are to be an addition to the
United States Postal Service in a short
time. With the displacement of the horse
as a motive power in ever-extending and
enlarging fields of commercial life, it is not
at all wonderful that the Government offi¬
cials have contemplated replacing the
equines in Uncle Sam,'s service by a better
and cheaper force. This has been tried In
the substitution of the bicycle for the horse
in the army, and now some other power is
to be attached to the conveyances of the
voluminous mails of the nation.
The Post Office officials are rather silent

about the project at present, but it is a

fact that new experiments are now being
made with vehicles to run without horses
and to carry the mails.
Second Assistant Postmaster General

Neilson has had the subject under consider¬
ation for months, and a machine or wagon
is now being constructed, partly under his

.npervision, that, if a success, will displace
the Heavy van.

"Oh, I can't explain it to you yet," said
General Neilson. "You see, the project is
in its infancy, and I would rather the pa¬
pers would not say anything about it yet.

"It is true that we are trying to get some

motor cycle that will do away with horses.
Th»re is now a machine under process of
.onsiruction that may answer the purpose,
but we uon't know. It will be at least
two months yet before any experiments
are made, even in private, so that you can

ye.- the vehicle has not advanced so very
far.that is, this particular vehicle. Ihey
l'Hve been experimenting with them for
years, both here and abroad. Only this
morning I received a letter from the Lon¬
don i'ost Office, asking me what progress
we have made. They are working on the
same thing there."
The car under construction will be about

*welve feet long, six feet wide and more

than six feet high. It will be fitted up as

tin' regulation railway postal car, and the

mails will be sorted, labelled and marked
ready for distribution immediately on Its

collection. Two men will be required to
run the average sized wagon.one to act as

mail clerk, and the other to engineer the
machine. What power will be used to pro¬
pel the innovation is "yet one of the un-

8°"We win.not necessarily use electricity
to move the vehicle," said General .Neilson.
"There are half a dozen powers other than

horse power, and I think that the outcome

will be a sort of compromise on all of
tbom If the schenfe is a success it will

be used in both country and city. In the
city it will take the place of the^vans that
haul the mails to the station. That nauch
we are sure of, and it may be extended still
farther in order to make speedy distribu¬
tions of the mail throughout the city. In

th" country it will be extensively used
ever those route? where there are no rail¬
road0 ".nd Will mean an enlargement of

stal system."
capital is the shyest thing on earth,

continued General Neilson, "and It takes

money to back such a project as this.

It proves a success we may expect money
from the Government, as we are about to

tret It now for the street railway mail cars.

Before then some one else must carry the

expense. If the newspapers talk about a

thing in its infancy they are very apt to
ruin it. If they talk about It when the
project Is well under headway they do it
lots of good. But the minute the news¬

papers take up a new thing that people
have to spend money on they make the
people that have the money grow wary,
and it is hard to keep them interested.
That is the reason we want so little said
about it. It's a big project to handle the
3.00O tons of mail transported every day
In this country, and we want to devise the
most expedient means to do It."
"Will you ask Congress for an appro¬

priation to carry on the experiments?"
"Not yel We are not far enough along.

It will be a year before we know fully
where we are. By that time we may be
ready to ask them for help."
"Will the street railway cars be displaced

*>t the horseless wagons?"
"H'-li, no: not at all. Both have their
vlnees."

CHTING MEN DEFIED "AJAX."

II Into the Clutches of the Strongest
Man on the Force

James Ward, a cook in the restaurant at
No. Ill Eowery. and John Ryan were fool-
!.-!i enough to resist Patrolman "Ajax"
Whitman after he had arrested them yes¬
terday morning.
Whitman arrested the men while they

were fighting in the restaurant, and had
them on the sidewalk in front of the
pln<<\ Not knowing that Whitman was the
strongest man on the New York force, Ward
and Ryan clenched with him.
The patrolman took one man In each

hand, lifted them from the sidewalk, and
shook them until they were dazed. He
then took them to the police station.

Pacific Mortgages Called Void.
Milwaukee, March 3..The Wisconsin

Central Railroad Company this afternoon
filed a sensational answer to the fore¬
closure suits of the Farmers' Loan & Trust
Cuii ^any in the Northern Pacific case,
claiming that all of the mortgages on the
Northern Pacific property are null and
void, and that the bonds issued under them
are virtually worthless. The amount of
bonds issued under these mortgages is
over $43,000,000. This claim is based upon
the fact that in the act of Congress grant¬
ing the Northern Pacific its charter the is¬
suance of mortgages by the company was
expressly forbidden, unless the consent of
Congress had been obtained. The com¬
pany secured consent to Issue construction
bonds, but the lien created in this way
was shortly after satisfied. All of the
mortgages issued since that time are
claimed to have been Issued without the
consent of Congress.

Bondn Restrict the Circulation.
Washington, March 3..The circulation of

all kinds of money in the United States
decreased during the month of February
$60,978,550, of which $53,969,095 was in
cold. This decrease is due to the moneyhaving been paid into the Treasury on the
bond account. The total of all kinds of
money in circulation on March 1 is placed
*t $1,528,742,057, or $21.59 per capita.
Moran's Plnngre Into the Harlem.
Andrew Moran, forty-eight years old, of

No. 2362 Third avenue, an Iron worker, while
'-mployed on the new Harlem bridge,at 12:30

.lock yesterday fell a distance of thirty
et from the top of a derrick into the
ater. When he came to the surface he

«vas drawn up to the staging by several
of his fellow workmen and an ambulance
was called. He was nearly frozen and had
« scalp wound.

Never Too Old to Burgrle.
George Sandford, a seventy-year-old palnt-

sr, who says he has no home, was held in
52,000 bail yesterday in the Essex Market
'lurt, charged with burglary. He was
nd at 1 o'clock Tuesday morning In the
e of Henry Vilmerster, of No. 160 South
.ft. i

Portrait of Rev. Dr. Gustav Gottheil.
The picture of the eminent rabbi of Temple Emanu-El was painted by the young

Hebrew artist, Fromkes, and will be on exhibition this week at his studio. Many of
the most prominent people of New York have been invited to view the remarkable
likeness of the famous divine.

JANITORS TO BE EVICTED.
Notic* to Vacate Will Be Served To-day on

All Who Live in the Schools of the
First Ten Wards.

Twenty-nine public school Janitors will be
officially notified after the meeting of the
Board of Education to-day to go house
hunting. The victims to be evicted from
their living apartments in the schools in¬
clude all the janitors located in the first
ten wards of the city.
The "Building Committee of the Board of

Education at its meeting next week will
pass upon another batch of removals, and
will continue its work in this direction
until the janitors all live outside the
schools. This is in compliance with a recom¬
mendation by the Board of Health.
"We are compelled to move slowly in this

matter," said Superintendent Snyder, who
has supervision of all the school buildings,
"because we do not wish to inflict any
hardships upon the janitors. It is neces¬
sary that they live in the immediate vicin¬
ity of their schools. It is not always an easy
matter to find living apartments just where
you want them, and, of course, we had to
investigate each individual case and ascer¬
tain just how conveniently he could find a
home near his school."

BARBER LOST THE CASE.

Heavy Judgment Given in the Averell Suit
Which Had Been Pending

for Years.

Referee George B. Morris, who for the
past five years has been taking testimony in
the case of "VViITiam W. Averell, a stock¬
holder of the American Asphalt Pavement
Company, against Amzi L. Barber, the mill¬
ionaire head of the Barber Asphalt Paving
Company, yesterday filed his report with
the County Clerk.
Mr. Morris reports that the plaintiff, Mr.

Averell, is entitled to judgment against the
defendant, Amzi L. Barber, for the sum of
$466,401.18 and costs.
The suit was brought by Mr. Av«rell in

July, 1883, as a stockholder of the American
Company, to compel Mr. Barber and others
to transfer to the American Company cer¬
tain patents known as the De Smedt pat¬
ents, relating to asphalt paving, which Mr.
Barber and his associates had purchased and
taken title to in their own names, while
being at the same time a trustee or director
of the American Company, and to account
for and pay over to the company any profits
acquired by the use of such patents.
There are other cases pending between the

two companies.

IDENTIFIED BY A BIG MOUTH.

Suspected Thief of a Church Rug Found
at a Bowery Hotel.

A young man walked down the aisle of the
Church of the Paulist Fathers, Fifty-
ninth street and Columbus avenue, while
several priests were hearing confessions and
worshippers were at prayer, on last Thurs¬
day, opened the gate of the railing around
the altar, quietly folded up a rug worth
$100 and went out with it. Persons in the
church, supposing he was a janitor, noticed
only one thing about him, that he had an
extraordinarily large mouth.
The rug was found in a pawnshop and the

detectives searched for a man with a large
vouth. Detective Lang learned that a man

t swering the description was named John
Leonard, and that he stopped at the Great
Northern Hotel, No. 264 Bowery. Lang
watched outside the hotel Monday night,
and after several hours of waiting a man
with an abnormal mouth entered the hotel.
Lang arrested him and in Yorkville Court
yesterday he was remanded for examination
to-day.

TO EXEMPTTHE CHURCHES
Mayor Strong Hears Argument on the Ap¬

proval of the Butts Taxa¬
tion Bill.

Clergymen, church trustees and lawyers
filled the Mayor's office yesterday after¬
noon to attend the hearing on the Butts
bill exempting the real estate of religious
corporations in the Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards from assessments for
public Improvements until 1898. The op¬
position to the measure, which was unex¬
pectedly strong, was begun by Mr. Henry
Pinck, who headed a delegation of taxpay¬
ers from the Tenth, Eleevnth and Seven¬
teenth Wards. He declared that as relig¬
ious corporations benefited by improve¬
ments, the same as secular concerns, they
should be willing to bear their share of
the cost.
Lawyer R. S. Guernsey, of No. 58 Cedar

street, put in a written argument. He de¬
clared the Butts law would be an injury
to the improvement and value of real
estate. It would create a deficiency which
would have to be made up by assessments
upon individual property owners. It ought
to be made up by general taxation.
Ausgustus A. Levy told the Mayor that if he

approved the bill assessment lawyers would
jump upon and attack its constitutionality,
and thus tie up the entire amount levied
under it.
The arguments in favor of the bill were

begun by Rev. Dr. Henry M. Coxe, of
Willlamsbridge. He wanted particularly to
show that on ethical grounds the Mayor
ought to sign it. His little church was
assessed $1,700 for a sewer which it could
not connect with and did not want. The
churches were a benefit to surrounding
property; they were a help to the com¬

munity in the teaching of children and in
assisting the sick and poor. "Wipe them
out," he said, "and your taxable valuation
would dwindle down by millions."
Rev. Father Farrell, of St. Joseph's

Church, also advocated the measure. If
there were more churches and fewer sa¬

loons; more men such as those then in
the Mayor's office, it would be better for
everybody. The bill will go to Albany for
amendment.

HORSA MEN ASK A NEW TRIAL.

Claim They Are Beyond the Jurisdiction
of the Court.

Philadelphia, March 3..Consel for J. H.

Wlborg, Jans P. Petersen and H. Johansen,
the late captain* first mate and second mate

of the steamer Horsa, who were convicted
In the United States District Court of en¬

gaging in a Cuban filibustering expedition,
to-dav filed a motion in arrest of judgment
and reasons for a new trial. The reasons

urged for a new trial are nineteen in num¬

ber and the concluding one reads:
"The Judge «rred in not charging the

jury that the defendants must be acquitted
under the evidence. The uncontradicted
testimony shows that the defendants are

subjects of the King of Denmark; that
they were in charge of a Danish vessel;
that the men and boxes were taken on

board the vessel beyond the three-mile
limit and beyond the jurisdiction of the
Court, and that no overt act was commit¬
ted by the defendants, or either of them,
within the jurisdiction of the Court."
The Court held the matter under advise¬

ment.

AVaring's Men Compliment Him.
Superintendent Robblns, of the "Street

Cleaning Department, yesterday presented
to Colonel Waring in behalf of the sweep¬
ers and drivers of sables D, F. and I an
engrossed set of resolutions enclosed in a

large gold frame. The resolutions were
commendatory of the Colonel's treatment of
his men, and wish him a successful term
of office and a long life. They were passed
at a dinner recently given by stable I to its
comrades In D and F.

h .t*/1l -

DR. GOTTHEIL'S PORTRAIT.
A Work of Art That Will Be on Exhibition

by Painter. Fromkes This
Week.

Prominent Hebrews from all part.? of the
city, and particularly those who attend the
Temple Emanu-El at Fifth avenue and
I< ortj -third street, will this week visit the
studio of Artist M. Fromkes at No 543
Fifth avenue, to view the painting which
he recently finished of the Rev. Dr C.ustav
Gottheil, Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El.
Mr. Fromkes was asked by Mrs. William

Emstein, who had charge of the art exhl-
reCent Hebrew Charity Fair,

to contribute some work of his own to the

ishpdV°thpt> exP°sitlon- He bau almost lin-
lstied the handsome portrait of the vener-

fair ?t wn«Dlmad' fl?at hLs girt 10 tno

teeV J '

+ °,n purchased bj die trus-
f the temple, where it will adorn the

vestry room after next week.
tt'11' fromkes is a self-mad? young jnnn

in ., ?1 on February 19, 1872, in this

i m'v nf n ? d "J4 ut the National Aca¬
demy of Design under Edgar M. Ward an i
later under William M. Ohase Aside from

I hlfi work in pastels and oil^he has Z!
remarkably clever things in book and news

napkin rations- headers of the 7om-
SDecimpn« r!!?ltu1!ber frequent meritorious
specimens of his work, which h-ive «n

One8 of hi«th0 co'umns °f this newspaper.

j portrait of SaaT'tt
?SmZlitoSeMrWt'tl1 that h!
another no^rn^ ;J^0mkes to palut for him

£oni« Pt Silverman, Jacob II. Schiff

HID BETWEEN MATTRESSES
An Aged Woman's Narrow Escape from

Being Burned to Death.Other
Small Blazes.

Elizabeth Samuels, an aged woman, who

JtZl°\th: SeCOnd fl00r °f No- 5 Chrystie
street, had a narrow escape from being
burned to death early yesterday morning
in a Are started by the explosion of a lamp
in her room. Mrs. Samuels was preparing
O go to bed when the lamp exploded, and

in an Instant the whole side of the room
was aflame. The woman was too fright¬
ened to make an effort to escape or to call
for help. She crawled in between the
mattresses of the bed and covered herself
up to shut out the sight of the flames.

Eldr Kflly and Sullivan, of the
Eldridge Street Station, saw the flam.

^rnneh,lnfan alarm- and Kelly ran upstafra
and burst open the door. With a tnhi<>

A/£he" the policemen discovered one of
Mrs. Samuels's feet sticking from under
the mattress. When lifted from .he bed
the old woman was so frightened rhnt
could not speak. She was® taken into ?£e
rooms of a neighbor and cared for Th*
damage was about $25 to the furniture
f>nWv t *

occurred at No. 361 Bowerv
Rnhlt} rler( ay morning in the roomTof
Robert Cowles, a carpenter. Cowles lav

midnight Hedfnn an^ smokinS until after
miani.nt. He fell asleep with a llp-htoH

? either in his mouth or hand and

nfito tt
Clothing nnd set Ji"

af|re. He was awakened by the heat nnJ
he ^umpldteouttiofrht0rtPUt-10,U the flames

halhvayffrying for^p^He^roS gj
inTn'afarm^^h^fir116 occ"f)arits turned

,r f'arm. me firemen had littln difn
culty in putting out the flames but not
before the attic rooms and roof had been
been damaged to the extent of $500.
WAITER WAS NOT RELEASED.

Mrs. Wethqrbee's Maid Unsuccessful in
Her Mission.

Peter Stock, a waiter in the Buckingham
Hotel, was arraigned In Morrisanla Police
Court, yesterday, charged with abandon¬
ment by his wife.
Ihe wife was telling her story to the

Court when a smartly dressed French girl

tratePMottTaidd' ^ addressinS Magis-

J'Lam the .mald of Mre. Wetherbee wife

££Jh® Proprietor of the Buckingham. Shi
WeH.^rhiierf t0 Ky l? StZ Peter Off. Mrs
Wetherbee is going to have company to-

table "
wants Peter to wait on the

This speech put Magistrate Mott In a

"wi,ratfni u
SIowered at the maid.

What! Discharge a man who abandoned
his wife, so that Lie may wait on a table <

I shall hold the prisoner for examination."

Stranding; of the New York,
The grounding of the American liner'New

York on the west bank in the lower bay
last Saturday was Investigated yesterday
by the local Board of United States In¬
spectors of Steam Vessels. Captain C. H.
urant, the steamer's commander (estifipri
v,fiPIi0tQ?rChar(1 Biglej' boarded the New
°rk at 3.1o a. in. off Sandy Hook. The

steamer was running at slow speed, when
she took the ground so easily that no shock
was perceptible. Captain Grant said the
ship s compasses had always been found
to be reliable. The pilot gave similar tes-

O

A

Caught Trying to Escape from
Their Cell in Castle Will¬

iams in a Storm.

'Everything Was Carefully Planned,
but Uncle Sam's Sentries

Wers Vigilant
A ROPE MADE OUT OF BEDCLOTHES.

Allen, the Supposed Ringleader, Descried
ueaving His Cell by a Window, a

Bar of Which Had Been Cut.
'

A Strange Rowboat.

In the midst of the storm of Sunday night
last a number of deserters from the army
made a determined and daring attempt to
escape from their prison in Castle Williams,
Governor's Island. Their departure, which
had evidently been carefully planned, was
to be effected by means of a rope, made of
knotted blankets, which would have en-
abled them to descend fifty feet of perpen¬
dicular wall, to a point where a small boat
was in waiting to convey them from the
island.
"But for the vigilance of Sergeant Lletz

and the strict attention to duty of the
guard," said the commanding officer of the
post, Colonel Worth, yesterday, "there is

good the??escape/men W0Uld have ma(ie

dosprf^rj11"^at Present no less than eighty
Castle wirn.m c

on the top floor of

rulv m).n SeVin 0f the most u'l-
ruij men are confined in cell No
t! known as the "dark cell." These am

thl!iVa':es -^Mson aQd Burdock, who made
their escape from the prison a few months
ago and were captured wheu trvlne to

Grady £r!tohndAb^the ferry; Privates Mc-
uraay, Hatch, Andrews and Crowl and a

man named Allen, who has the reputation
the service6 °tt tht° mosf desperate men in
ine service. He is said to have deserted
and re-enlisted several times, only to be

<w?Veiiecl by means of his published and
freely circulated description
he biiM company wlth another man

Pr rrom his cell, and in attemntin"
to descend the wall fell to the ground and
was severely injured. He is thought to be

f reir the Iatest attempt.
lessnfssaiamoneJZthi.ad ,ate!y noticed a rest¬
lessness among the prisoners in cell i
and observed that the men were moving
about when they should have beensleep
jng. He therefore ordered special vlt?
ilance on the part of th. guard whose
q"TarirSKad oln! ithe deserters' prison.

t ,

out midnight on Sunday, when the
r Ik *S comIng down in sheets, a small

attentfon by lW° men' attracted the

tP T f sentry at the south bat-

mysterious manner.
°ff the lsland lu a

ffu^rdU benLVh6 t1ame tIme the sentinel on

Vcfd^ ^ ^ ^barred^wfndow of^eU
wrong," but watted^and*watched. ISffiSSf
He began to slide toward the ground when

the guard
dly summoned the corporal of

Allen took one glance at the armed men
who rushed out below, and. cheerftillv
shouting to his comrades, "It's all up this
time," he rapidly ascended hand overhand
and scrambled in again at the window. In
the mean time the men in the boat had
caught the alarm and pulled rapidly in the
direction of Brooklyn.

*

An examination'of the cell was made
and it was found that one of the stout
iron bars to the window had been filed
through, presumably by means of a piece

>?. K wu
n the possession of Allen.

The bar had then been beu.t back, allowing
just sufficient room for a man to crawl
through The improvised rope did not
reach within thirty feet of the ground, and
^<?ien won^ have had to drop that far

.?rts fit being made to trace the
identity of the rowboat and Its occupants
who were evidently acting in collusion with
the deserters. Alterations are now being
made in the prison quarters of Castle
\\ illlams, so that the men shall be more
Isolated, as their opportunities for meeting
and conspiring is believed to lead to the
numerous attmepts to escape which have
lately been made.

WAYWARD F. RUSSELL LORD.

Other Forgeries of His Father's Name
Reported at Johnstown.

John H. Carroll, nineteen years old, and
F. Russell Lord, seventeen, of Johnstown,
N. Y., who are accused of trying to pass a

$15 forged check on Winter & Goetz, leather
merchants, No. 186 William street, were
remanded yesterday by Magistrate Crane
in the Centre Street Police Court for a

hearing to-day.
Johnstown, N. Y., March 3..P. Russell

Lord is the son of Thomas Lord, of this
city, one of the leading leather manufac¬
turers of Pulton County. Young Lord has
been a source of constant trouble to his
parents for several years, and all efforts
upon their part to reclaim and reform their
prodigal son have proved fruitless. At one
time, when a youngster, he ran away from
home and his parents next heard from him
In England. He returned home in a short
time, and his capacity for getting money by
nis wits fast developed and caused his par-
ents, who are highly esteemed in Johns¬
town social circles, much pain and anxiety
loung Lord's latest escapade here oc¬

curred on February 22, when, the day being
a holiday, he succeeded in passing a large
number of small forged checks bearing his
father s name as drawer upon tradesmen
In this city, and made off with the pro¬
ceeds, upward of a hundred dollars.
father redeemed the checks and the bov
has not been heard from until to-day.

LOST IN GREAT SOUTH BAY.

The Terrible Experience of Five Patchogue
Baymen During the Snow

Storm on Monday.
Patchogue, L. I., March 3..Baldwin Gor¬

don, Zeph Gordon, Charles Weeks, William
Smith, William Swezey and Fred Gordon,
Patchogue baymen, had a terrible experi¬
ence in crossing the bay to Patchogue in
yesterday's storm. The men started from
Watch Hill, on the Great South Beach, In a

little sharpie sloop. The wind was dead
ahead from the northwest and the terrific
seas threatened every minute to engulf their
boat. The men were compelled to cling to
the hatchways to prevent themselves from
being washed overboard.

Sail was shortened and soon after a snow

storm sprang up. The gale carried them
into a field of moving ice. They could not
see where they were going. About 3 o'clock
their boat grounded, they supposed, off Dun-
ton's Point, several miles east of Patchogue.
They remained aground for about half an

hour, when the ice began to move again
rapidly to the westward. They drifted in
this manner for several hours, having lost
their reckoning, when they again ran

aground. No land could be seen in the thick
haze.
William Swezey volunteered to get into

the small rowboat and look for shore. The
others would not listen to him going alone
and all got Into the boat, leaving the sloop
to Its fate. Fortunately, the small boat had
not proceeded far before they discovered
the nose of Blue Point, several miles west
of Patchogue, where they quickly landed.
The men walked to the house of Jacob
Avery, who took them to their homes.
They were about exhausted after their
rough experience.

WRECKS ON LONG ISLAND.
The Bark H. J. Libby and the Schooner

Nellie Woodbury Cannot Be Saved.
The Venturer Floated.

Freeport, L. I., March 3..The bark H. J.
Libby, of Portland, Me., which went ashore
at Zach's Inlet at 4 o'clock yesterday morn¬

ing, will probably prove a total loss. She
lost her rudder, and the water is over ten
feet deep In her hold. At the time she
struck she was on her way to Boston with
a cargo of salt from Turk's Island. The
vessel is owned by B. Webster, of Portland.
Captain Dray and his crew of fourteen men
were rescued by Captain Edwards and Cap¬
tain Chichester, of the life-saving stations
at South Beach and Zach's Inlet.
The two-masted schooner Nellie Wood¬

bury, of Ellsworth, Me., which went ashore
five miles away from the place where the
Libby struck, is going to pieces. Part of
the wreckage is being washed ashore.
Wliitestone, L. I., March 3..The British

brig Venturer, Captain Frolich, from New
York for the West Indies, with a cargo of
lumber, which went ashox-e yesterday, was
floated at high tide this morning. The ves¬
sel was anchored off here, waiting for the
wind to moderate, but instead of going
down it increased and drove her aground.
The tug A. J. Hoole did not have much
difficulty in pulling her Into deep water.
She is not believed to have been damaged
and will sail when the wind moderates.
Eastport, L. I., March 3..The report that

a four-masted schooner was driven ashore
off this village during the gale early this
morning Is denied. There is a vessel at
anchor, but she has not showed any signs
of distress and is not in any danger. The
life-saving men say there is no truth in the
report.

WICKHAM SUNK AGAIN.

Department of Charities Tug Sent to the
Bottom in a Mysterious

Manner.

For the second time inside of a period of
two months the tugboat Wickham, belong¬
ing to the Department of Charities, has
been mysteriously sunk near Blackwell's
Island.
The boat piles between the Island and

the "Charity Dock," at the foot of East
Fifty-second street. She is used to transfer
doctors and nurses from the island to the
city and upon special occasions was used
by the Commissioners to make a tour of the
various islands.
AVhlle lying at the Nurses' Home dock, at

the southern end of Blackwell's Island,
Monday afternoon, the boat was left alone
for a few minutes, and when the time came
for her to make her next trip she was
found to be sinking. Before anything could
be. done to prevent it she was at the bot¬
tom of the Sound, with nothing but her
smokestack and a portion of her pilot house
out of water.
Until she is raised it will not be known

what caused her to sink.
The first time she was sunk it was a

deliberate case of somebody's scuttling the
ship. She was tied up at her dock, near
the penitentiary, about midnight, and at 5
o'clock in the morning was discovered at
the bottom, with eight feet ofnvater over
her deck. The sinking of her had been ac¬
complished by allowing a hose to form a

syphon from the water to her hold.
When the boat was raised her lifeboats,

which had been lashed to her deck, were
missing. The penitentiary and workhouse
prisoners were all on the island, and the
question of who stole the lifeboats is still
unanswered.

Preferred Death to Idleness.
George Rupprecht, a carriage-maker,

twenty-six years old, committed suicide by
shooting yesterday in his room, at No.
115 East Eighth street. He shot himself
through the left breast, and died in a few
minutes. He had been out of steady work
for some time, but Monday he secured a
situation. Failing to report for duty yes¬
terday, word was sent to him that his ser¬
vices were not needed. Shortly after re¬
ceiving the message he shot himself.

INCIDENTS OF YESTERDAY'S LONE STAR ATMOSPHERIC DISTURBANCE.
A breeze that blew fifty-six miles an hour, and which is said to have come from Texas.having emanated there, it is thought, in the discussion

immediately preceding the late "fistic carnival" in the Southwest.invaded the city yesterday, and had things pretty much its own way. It thumped, pounded,
hurled and hammered poor humanity; pruned trees, tore down signs and destroyed clothing and headaear.

BLOWS fM k*
A Newark Man Seriously Injured

by Being Hurled from the
Platform of a Car.

A Roaring Wind from Texas Placed
the City at Its Mercy

Yesterday.
NEARLY EVERYBODY HAD A "HIGH HAT,"

Which Couldn't Be Reached by the Owner,
and the Hat Stores Did a Rushing

Business.A Velocity of
Fifty-six Miles.

The wind had things Its own way yester¬
day In New York and vicinity. To pedes- .

trians It made Itself peculiarly disagreeable.
It made the hats of gentlemen play tag
with each other in the air.
To the average man on the street It ap¬

peared to be a record breaker, but the in¬
struments in Forecaster Dunn's eyrie in the
dome of the Manhattan Life Building
showed that the highest velocity It attained
was only fifty-six miles an hour, which was
not unusual. It was a wicked wind, though,
and seemed to make itself felt from all
points of the compass at one time. It
wrenched signs from their fastenings In dif¬
ferent parts of the city and tore boards
from loosely constructed fences.
In New Jersey it blew a man from a

moving train and nearly caused his death,
li. 1). Baskman, an insurance agent, of
No. 251 North Sixth street, Newark, N. J.,
boarded a Lehigh Valley train at Newark
for that city. The train was making rapid
time, when Mr. Baskman, who had occu¬
pied a seat in the smoker, got up to pass
to one of the forward coaches. As ho
reached the platform the wind caught him
hat and lifted it from his head. He re¬
leased his hold of the handrail to catch the
hat, when a severe gust of wind literally
lifted him from his feet and deposited him
on the ground fifteen feet away. The train
had gone a mile before it was stopped and
backed to where the man lay He was
found lying beside the track with three
gashes In his head, from which blood flowed
freely. He also complained of severe pains
in his back, and his hip was found to bo
dislocated. He was lifted Into the baggage
car and brought to Jersey City and later
conveyed to the hospital in Newark, where
at a late hour last night he was resting
easily.

A LONE STAR STORM.
"This is the storm that started down In

Texas last week," said Forecaster Dunn.
"It gave us the disagreeable weather Sun¬
day and the recent snow. The wind was
not very severe until it reached the Vir¬
ginia coast, when it gained in energy. It
was then blowing on shore, but as the
storm centre passed on it switched about
and blew off shore.
"Had it continued to blow on shore it

would have proved more serious. It has
averaged during the day a velocity of
from forty to fifty-six miles an hour. The
storm centre is now off the Massachusetts
coast, and will not trouble us much
longer."
According to the figures in the local

weather bureau, the February winds broke
all records for that month. They trav¬
elled a distance of 14,400 miles.
Local hat dealers realized the truth of

the saying that "It's an ill wind that
blows nobody good" yesterday. One Broad¬
way dealer said he had made more "rush"
sales than ever before. Bare-headed men
entered continually, and each told the same
story of a hat that had eluded pursuit

A LITTLE MISS'S MISHAPS.
At the corner of Nassau street and Park

row a little woman attired in the latest
fashionable costume unexpectedly encoun¬
tered ft fierce wind which seemed to be
blowing in cyclonic fashion. It lifted her
Alpine hat in the air. An elderly gentle¬
man assisted her across the street, while
an urchin followed the Alpine hat across
City Hall Park, and overtook it near the
Hale statue.

PLEASURES OF COUNTRY LIFE.

To Be Pictured and Taught in the Mount
Kisco School.

The Agricultural School and Institute for
the promotion of the agricultural, horti¬
cultural and dairy interests of Westchester
County, which was suggested at the recent
conference held In this city, will open to¬
day at the Mount K'isco Opera House. The
session will last two days, and addresses
will be made on subjects interesting to the
farmers by many of the best known pro¬
fessors of agriculture.
The main objects of the school are to

Improve the financial condition of farmers
by better business methods and to check
the tendency to flock to the cities.

Works nt Doliif? the Best He Can.
Thomas Reilly,' who is without an occupa-^

tion, and says that he does the best he can,
was held in the Jefferson Market Court yes¬
terday in default of $500 bail for an alleged
swindle. Joe Braik, a hack driver, says
that Reilly obtained $5 from Mrs. Braik by
representing to her that her husband had
been arrested and fined that amount for vio¬
lating an ordinance.

CITY BRIEFS.

Charles Smith, a retired business man, died
suddenly yesterday afternoon at his home. No.
9 East Forty-sixth street, of heart disease.
Fifty candidates for the position of chaininen,

to assist city surveyors, were examined by tho
Civil Service Board yesterday. The places pay
SCO a month.
Charles Eble, aged fifty-five, was killed yester¬

day by a fall from the fourth story landing of
a fire escape at No. 442 East Fifty-second street,
where he resided.
Forty-one women were examined at Police

Headquarters yesterday for the position of police
matrons. They underwent a thorough physical
examination by the police surgeons.
Truckman Charles Thompson, of No. 121 West

Sixtieth street, was taken to the New York
Hospital yesterday suffering from a fractured
skull received by a fall from his truck.
Edward Gavagan, of No. 44 Monroe street,

was held in the Jefferson Market Court In de¬
fault of $1,000 bail for an alleged attempt to
rob a grocery store at No. 238 West street.
John Lovey, an ex-inmate of the Elmira Re¬

formatory, was held in $1,000 bail by Magis¬
trate Cornell yesterday for stealing $40 from
the safe of Saloon-keeper Edward Boulanger, of
No. 240 West Thirty-second street.
The Health Hoard has prohibited the sale of

veal from calves weighing less than forty-five
pounds. They appointed J. A. Deghnee assist¬
ant chemist to take the place vacated by Dr.
Lederle. who was recently made chief chemist.
James Hartley, colored, yesterday caused the

arrest of Walter BurreJl. also colored, and his
white wife, charging them with having robbed
him of $0 while all were on a spree In the lat-
ter's rooms at No. 257 West Thirty-third street.
Moses Klauber, of No. 113 Ridge street, was

held for examination in the Essex Market Court
yesterday on a charge of extortion. Klauber;
while impersonating an officer, demanded $10
from Maurice Greenberg, a cigar maker, under
a threat of arrest.,
William J. Clyne, of No. 140 East One Hun¬

dred and Twenty-ninth street, was convicted
yesterday of stealing 800 transfer tickets from
the Third Avenue Coble Company in December
last. Judge Cowing sentenced him to the peni¬
tentiary for two months.
John Quinn, of No. 135 East Houston street,

went into the saloon of Andrew Geek, No. 15
East Houston street, yesterday afternoon, and,
quarrelling with him, threw a lunch counter
plate at him. badly cutting his head. Quinn
was held In Centre Street Court in $300 ball.
John Weyl, who said he was a broker in Wall

street, was a prisoner in Jefferson Market yes¬
terday charged with drunkenness. He was
found in a helpless condition late Monday night
at Forty-first street and Broadway, but was

discharged after promising never to offend aga!»
Patrick Doyle, nineteen years old, of 423

East Fifteenth street, was held yesterday in
$1,000 bail in Harlem Police Court, on a charge
of grand larceny. Doyle went yesterday with
his employer, Frederick Mockbridge, a whole¬
sale jeweller, of No. 65 Nassau street, to the
store of of Alexander Packer, No. 1871! Third ave-

euue. to exhibit some diamonds that Doyle
carried in a box. After showing them, Doyle re¬

packed the box and the two went away. Then
Backer missed a pair of diamond earrings, worth
$40, and followed the men to another store.
Both denied having seen the earrings. Mock-
bridge opened the box later and found the dia¬
monds. He returned them to Backer, who at
once caused Doyle's arrest. Doyle asserts his
Innocence.


